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TM DoMechnics are doing iL So is one
oniversity. Nov, a private school is enter-
hg the fray.

Tle decision to have tiro integrated
resorts itr Si4apore is making r*ort man-
igement a hot hand in the education sec
tor, ADd the lrt€st progreom€ will zoom in
oD the g,ming compotreDl

The Asiatr CeDb€ tor Profe$sioml Ex-
cellence (ACPE) is iDhoducbg a Master in
Hospitalig Management, which specialie
e3 itr the c{sioo itrdustry.

The degtee - awaded by tbe Macio

ventions as well as food and beverage out-
iets.

MUST - which was founded in 2000 -
has been desi$ated to hain up to 100,000
people for the jobs needed h tle sp€cial
adrdnistrative region's 17 casinos, he said

'Ille universivs master's progtamoe
- whicb is eccIedited by the Macau Go\r
erDmeft alrd China's Education Midstry -
cin help train peopl€ for Erious mauge-
rial and supervisory positions in Singa-
pore's "IR itrdusby', he added.

It took just two months for ACPE,
which offers primarily courses in entre-
pren€urship and financial services, to seal
tt€ deal with MUST.

The dchool made
the decisioD aft€r id-
tial media reports
sugg*ted thrt Sio-
gaporeans may se-
cule only enEy-level
jobs at the two IRs,
said Mr Ong, who is
also dre Mnaging e+
itor of the Asiat
Financidl Plarriig

Which is why
ACPE'S board oI directors - that includes
Qian Hu executir€ chairman Kenny Yap
and Aper-Pal chief executive officer Dou-
glas Foo - btend to gir€ priori9 to Sir}
gaporeans for th€ Master'r progralrrrrle,
said Mr Otrg, wto is also od the boatd

How€ver, the intake wil be tept sfidl
to 'provide quality education", he 3aid.

I9hen asked how the degee comp.ted
to that of the CM, Mr Ong said: "Rather

thaD coEpete with them to produce super
premiurn graduates, $€ want to girc tlrc op
portonity for Singaporea$ to upgr.de therD
seh,es for the IR industry."

When contacted, CM deatr Judy Siguaw
told ToDAt "Nowadays, everybody seems
to metrtion casinos in tieir progrirmmes to
pdl in the IR liol.

'But casinos require training in the
fields of HR, r€rcnue management, F&B,
marketiDg and so on. So it is important to
know what is b€ing tawht,' she added.

Unilersity oI Science
and Technology
(MUS[) -win be dle
tust in Siryapore to
foc{s oa cxsino Ees
agemeDt, according
to the ACPE, a pri-
vate school regis-
tered wit! the Min'
isEy of EducatioD.

C u r r e n t l y ,
Tenasek Pohtednic
offers two hospitali-
ty and tourism diplomas which include rs
sort management, while Ngee Arm Poly-
technic will roll out such modules in
November.'Ile Comell-Naryatrg Institute
of llcspitelity MaaageoeDt (CNI) also cov-
ers these ar€as in ib rcnorled mastels pro
8mnme.

But Mr Andy Ong - chiel execntir€ oI
busiN$3 iDcubator ERC Holdings, which
joindy owtrs ACPE - told ToDAy that its
deglee ftom Macao emphasises "all as.
pects" of casrno maDagem€nt.

The cl,rric lum indudes tso to three
Feets in Macau spread orer tfio Eips and
wil incorporate attachments to its casinos
and se$ions with the hdustry practitioners.

ACPE is evenwi ing to pry for the air-
{a& atrd accommodation lor i$ first intake
of 30 students, who will start the
18{ronth part-time FoSranme iD February.

The corEse also coi€rs maDagpment of
hotels, travel agencies, meetiogs atrd con-


